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Im Hotel – At the Hotel
Frau Bruckner checks in at her hotel. She has to fill in the registration form and supply
her personal details.
In this lesson you’re going to learn a lot about nouns. A special feature of German is the
fact that all nouns are written with a capital letter. There is also a capital letter at the
beginning of a sentence, and proper names are also written with a capital: Mein Name
ist Müller.

1 Please match.
Please do exercise 1 as preparation for the lesson. Here is a summary of nouns that are
important when giving personal details. Match the terms.
If you want to make things a bit easier, you can start with the following translation exercise.
Please match the terms and their translations.
Note: postcodes in Berlin start with a 1…

der Name country

der Vorname postcode/zipcode

der Geburtsort address

die Adresse name

der Ort place

die Postleitzahl street/road

die Straße signature

das Land first name

die Unterschrift place of birth

Do you notice anything? Yes, of course. There are words in German and English that
have the same root: the name – der Name, the address – die Adresse and many more.

2 Checking in at the hotel
This is Frau Bruckner’s business card. First listen to the words and then fill in the hotel 
registration form.

3 What’s your name? Fill in the registration form for yourself. 
You are now the hotel guest.

4 Ask and answer: What fits?
Maybe the receptionist has asked for your personal details. Match the questions to the
details on the form.
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5 What belongs together? Write the noun with its article. 
All nouns have an article. In German there are three different articles: der, die, das.

Always learn nouns together with their article, so learn der Name, not just Name. Store
article and noun in your memory as a unit that belongs together. That will help you
avoid a lot of mistakes.

6 What’s the word?
This requires a good memory. So let’s relax a bit with a little puzzle.

7 A form – Please fill in.

Familienname family name, surname
Vorname/Vornamen first name/first names
Geburtsname maiden name, name at birth
Geburtsland country of birth
Geburtsdatum date of birth
Tag day
Monat month
Jahr year
Familienstand marital status
ledig single
verheiratet married
geschieden divorced
Geschlecht sex
männlich male
weiblich female
Nationalität nationality
Platz place
Nummer number
Stadt town
Pass-Nummer passport number
Ausweis-Nummer identity card number
Datum date

8 What belongs together?
Draw lines.

9 Write your name, where you come from and where you live.
Try and say the sentence out loud. You’re bound to be asked sometime.

10 aus and in
aus and in are used in combination with certain verbs. Fill in the appropriate preposition.
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There are certain points to note about the names of countries if you want to avoid mistakes.

Ländernamen – Names of countries

without an article with an article 
der die Plural

China der Libanon die Schweiz die Niederlande
Japan der Sudan die Türkei die USA
Österreich (der) Irak
Polen (der) Iran
Spanien (der) Jemen
Deutschland       usw.

Most names of countries don’t have an article. It’s easiest if you just note the exceptions.

11 Please complete.
A lot of names of countries end in -ien. Is your country one of them? Write the name in
English next to each country.

Arg99999 ien Ind99esien

Austr99 ien Ita9 ien

Bel99en Kro999en

Bra999 ien Molda9 ien

Bul99 rien Rum9nien

Groß999999nien Sl99enien

I9dien

Woher kommen Sie/kommst du? – Aus Österreich/Deutschland/Spanien/
Russland/Japan/Australien.
Aber: Aus der Schweiz/Aus den USA.
Aus (dem) Irak/Aus (dem) Iran/Aus dem Sudan.

Wo wohnen Sie/wohnst du? – In Österreich/Deutschland/Spanien/
Russland/Japan/Australien.
Aber: In der Schweiz/In den USA.
Im/In Irak/Im/In Iran/Im Sudan.

12 Complete the name of the country.
You can see from the name where the person comes from.
Woher kommt ...

… Tatjana? Aus R999 land. … Paul? Aus 99999999999.

… Michel? Aus F9999 reich. … Urs? Aus der 9999999 .

… Susan? Aus den 999 . … Eri Enaba? Aus J9999 .
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Grammar – New words – Exercises

Numbers – Zahlen

0 null 3 drei 6 sechs 09 neun
1 eins 4 vier 7 sieben 10 zehn
2 zwei 5 fünf 8 acht

13 Start at 0 and draw a line to the next number until you get to 10. Then write the 
numbers down in the right order.

14 Write down the postcodes. Then listen and compare.

sieben null eins neun null 99999 Stuttgart

acht null acht null fünf 99999 München

sieben sechs eins drei sieben 99999 Karlsruhe

sechs null drei eins drei 99999 Frankfurt am Main

sechs neun eins eins acht 99999 Heidelberg

zwei null eins vier drei 99999 Hamburg

15 Revision
Here are some important questions and requests:

Entschuldigung, ich habe eine Frage. Excuse me, I have a question.
Was bedeutet das? What does this mean?
Was bedeutet das Wort? What does the word mean?
Was bedeutet der Satz? What does the sentence mean?
Wie heißt das auf Deutsch? What is that in German?
Bitte buchstabieren Sie. Please spell it.
Bitte langsam. Slowly please.
Bitte sprechen Sie langsam. Please speak slowly.
Bitte sprechen Sie nicht so schnell. Please don’t speak so fast.
Bitte wiederholen Sie. Please repeat.

In German these phrases don’t sound as abrupt as in English.
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Pronunciation

16 Listen and repeat what you hear.
You already know the words and phrases. Try and imitate the speaker's stress and pronun cia-
tion as closely as you can.

Woher Woher kommst du?
Wo Wo bist du geboren?
Wo Wo wohnst du?
Wie Wie heißt du?
Wie Wie geht’s dir?
Was Was ist das?

17 Listen and repeat.
Numbers 0 – 10: You’ll find the numbers on page 20.

18 For bright sparks.
If you’re good in working things out, you’ll have no problems with this. Read the four 
numbers in each line, then fill in the last number.

eins zwei drei vier

zehn acht sechs vier

acht sieben sechs fünf

eins drei fünf sieben

19 Postcodes. Repeat the question.

Wo ist 20103? Das ist in Hamburg.
Wo ist 69317? Das ist in Frankfurt.
Wo ist 69118? Das ist in Heidelberg.
Wo ist 10117? Das ist in Berlin.
Wo ist 80637? Das ist in München.

Cultural info (Textbook page 16)

People who look as though they’re foreigners often aren’t. Often they were born in
Germany and have a German passport.

What does the reporter say? What does the man say?
Write the dialogue.

Now listen and compare.
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Check your answers in the key at the back of the book and then add up your points. 
Total: 1 - 11 Oh dear, it’s a pity. Please do this unit again.

12 - 18 Not so bad. But even so, it would be a good idea to go over the vocabulary and the grammar again.
19 - 21 Excellent. There’s nothing to stop you carrying on.
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Test

1. Mark the right translation.

1. Wie ist Ihr Name? 4. Ich bin geschieden.
How are you? I’m married.
What‘s your name? I’m divorced.
Tell me your name. I’m single.

2. Wo sind Sie geboren? 5. Woher …?
When were you born? Where … from?
Where were you born? Who …?
What’s your place and date of birth? Where …to?

3. Bitte buchstabieren Sie. 6. Die Pass-Nummer bitte.
Please repeat. Your passport number, please.
Please spell it. The date of issue of your passport, please.
Please don’t speak so fast. The password, please.

2. Supply the article.

1. Land 3. Adresse 5. Pass

2. Stadt 4. Ort 6. Visum

3. Please complete.

1. Sind Sie ? wohnen Sie

2. Wo ? kommen Sie

3. Wie ist ? aus Österreich

4. Woher ? Ihre Adresse

5. Ist das ? verheiratet

6. Kommen Sie ? die Pass-Nummer

4. Listen to the short dialogue and mark the right answers.

1. Der Mann heißt 2. Die Frau heißt 3. Die Frau kommt aus
Müller. Janssen. Berlin.
Janssen. Müller. Hamburg.
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