Chapter 1

A dragon sleeps here
‘I see Snowdon!’ says Parker. ‘That mountain – it’s
Snowdon!’
Parker is with his family. They’re driving in Snowdonia,
a national park in Wales. It’s a warm, sunny day in April.
They are going to be in Snowdonia for three days.
‘Oh yes! I see it too!’ says his sister, Olivia. Parker is
fourteen and Olivia is sixteen. ‘Snowdon is 1085 metres
tall.’ Olivia is reading from a book, Walking in Snowdonia
National Park.
‘We’ll be at Dinas Emrys in five minutes,’ says their
father, Frank. Frank is looking at a map of the national
park.
‘Good,’ says their mother, Chris. She’s driving. ‘We can
have lunch there.’
Parker’s parents are archaeologists. Dinas Emrys is an
ancient fort. Chris and Frank are going to work there.
‘There’s the car park,’ says Frank.
Soon, the family are walking on the path to the fort. They
all have their lunches in their backpacks. The path goes up
ancient stone steps and through a big forest.
‘There’s a story in my book about this place, about Dinas
Emrys,’ says Parker. He takes a small book out of his
backpack. ‘The story is about Merlin, King Arthur’s
wizard. I love stories about Merlin and King Arthur. And I
love stories about magic and dragons.’
‘We know that!’ says his mother.
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Parker tells Olivia, ‘Emrys is Merlin’s other name.’
Frank says, ‘And Dinas means fort.’
Olivia says, ‘So, Dinas Emrys is … the fort of Merlin!’
‘It’s good to be here,’ says Parker. He looks up at
Snowdon. ‘Merlin’s asleep up there. I know he is.’
‘That’s what the old stories say,’ says his father.
They walk across a small bridge. There are two paths
ahead of them.
‘Where do we go now?’ Chris asks.
Olivia looks at a map in her book. ‘That way.’
They walk for thirty minutes. The path goes up a hill.
They climb over a stone wall.
‘We’re here!’ says Chris.
‘Where’s the fort?’ asks Parker.
‘This is it,’ Frank answers. ‘Look at these stones. Mum
and I are going to photograph these ancient walls and
stones.’
The family walk over and look at the ancient stones.
They sit and eat their lunch.
‘Wow, look at the view!’ says Parker. ‘It’s a great place
for a fort.’
They are at the top of a large hill. They can see
mountains, fields, forests and a big lake.
Chris says, ‘We’re here! At Vortigern’s fort.’ She looks at
Frank and smiles.
‘Who is Vortigern?’ Olivia asks.
‘Ah! I know who he is,’ says Parker. ‘Vortigern is in my
book. He’s the king. At the start of the story, King Vortigern
builds a fort. But the walls of his fort fall down every night.
Vortigern must stop the walls from falling down. He asks
his wizard for help. A lot of people are looking at the
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stones. Merlin is there too. He’s a boy, and people call him
Emrys.’
Parker opens his book. He reads to his family:
Vortigern’s wizard says, ‘King Vortigern, there is bad
magic here.’
‘Bad magic?’ the king says. ‘I must stop it.’
‘To stop the bad magic, you must kill a boy with no father,’
the wizard tells Vortigern. The wizard looks at Merlin. ‘You
must kill this boy. Kill him, or your walls are going to fall
down every night.’
Merlin looks at the king. ‘I have no father, King Vortigern.
But don’t kill me. I can stop these walls from falling down
every night. It’s not bad magic,’ Merlin says. ‘It is dragons.
There are two dragons under your fort: a red dragon and a
white dragon. They are asleep now. They sleep every day. But
they fight every night. Their fighting makes the walls fall
down every night.’
‘Kill the boy!’ says the king’s wizard.
‘Dig here,’ says Merlin. ‘Wake up the dragons.’
Vortigern looks at his wizard and at the young boy.
‘Dig!’ says Vortigern to his men.
Parker closes his book. He says, ‘And soon, everyone
sees the two dragons. The dragons wake up. They fight.
The red dragon wins. And that dragon is the red dragon of
Wales. At the end of the story, Vortigern wants to thank
young Merlin. He names this place Dinas Emrys!’

«9»
Merlin’s Dragon | ISBN 978-3-19-262997-6 | © 2022 Hueber Verlag

This is the German version of Merlin’s Dragon
Merlin’s Dragon
Created and developed by
International Language Teaching Services Ltd
First floor, 1 Market Street
Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 1JB, UK
help@ilts.info
www.ilts.info
Author: Sue Murray
Series editor: James Bean
Illustrations: Paul Fisher Johnson
Text design: ILTS Ltd
Origination: e-BookServices.com
Audio production: Mike Raggett, Verbalists; Mark Smith, Tally Ho Studio
Voice actor: Wayne Forester
Der Verlag weist ausdrücklich darauf hin, dass im Text enthaltene externe
Links vom Verlag nur bis zum Zeitpunkt der Buchveröffentlichung
eingesehen werden konnten. Auf spätere Veränderungen hat der Verlag
keinerlei Einfluss. Eine Haftung des Verlags ist daher ausgeschlossen.
Das Werk und seine Teile sind urheberrechtlich geschützt. Jede Verwertung
in anderen als den gesetzlich zugelassenen Fällen bedarf deshalb der
vorherigen schriftlichen Einwilligung des Verlags.

3. 2. 1.
Die letzten Ziffern
2026 25 24 23 22
bezeichnen Zahl und Jahr des Druckes.
Alle Drucke dieser Auflage können, da unverändert,
nebeneinander benutzt werden.
1. Auflage
Copyright © 2022 International Language Teaching Services Ltd
© 2022 Hueber Verlag GmbH & Co. KG, München, Deutschland
Umschlaggestaltung: Sieveking · Agentur für Kommunikation, München
Cover: © Miklos - stock.adobe.com; Seiten 4–5: Flagge Wales © Getty Images/
iStock/jmci; Bahn © Getty Images/iStock/Rixipix; Snowdonia-Nationalpark,
Besucherzentrum © Getty Images/iStock/Maisna; Wanderweg © Getty Images/
iStock/Aiselin82
Verlagsredaktion: Heike Birner, Hueber Verlag, München
Druck und Bindung: Friedrich Pustet GmbH & Co. KG, Regensburg
Printed in Germany
ISBN 978–3–19–262997–6

Merlin’s Dragon | ISBN 978-3-19-262997-6 | © 2022 Hueber Verlag

Art. 530_28574_001_01

Eingetragene Warenzeichen oder Marken sind Eigentum des jeweiligen
Zeichen- bzw. Markeninhabers, auch dann, wenn diese nicht
gekennzeichnet sind. Es ist jedoch zu beachten, dass weder das
Vorhandensein noch das Fehlen derartiger Kennzeichnungen die Rechtslage
hinsichtlich dieser gewerblichen Schutzrechte berührt.

