©) critical thinking

Critical thinking is a skill crucial to all students studying on academic courses. And
while critical thinking is something that students on such courses approach with a
degree of trepidarion, it is a skill that can be fun to teach and 1o learn.

But whatis critical thinking? In simple terms, critical thinking is the cognitive
process involved in evaluating or analvsing a statement, a sequence of statements, a
paragraph, a whole chapter or a whole book, We also believe that it requires elements
that are connected with the emotional side of language learning: critical thinking
requires an element of curiosity and doubt, It involves breaking down a text and
examining the various parts — almost like taking apart the engine of a car to sce how
it works. After that, the various parts are put back together again to sec if they work
together effectively. This then is the process that your students need to learn to use
when writing and judging what they are reading,

Critcal thinking is really a process that begins the moment your students start
writing and reading, the moment they start making choices and decisions about the
meanings they attach to what they read and the meanings they try to employ when
they are writing. Now we have laid the foundations in Chapters 14, we can address
this crucial aspect of teaching English for academic purposes.

An alien concept

Student: You are brainzoasiing us.

Student: This is full of tricks to trap us!

Analysing a reading text or presenting an analysis of a situation may be skills that
are not just unfamiliar, but totally alien to your students (see Good practice 5.1).
For some students up until now, critical thinking may have involved little more than
giving answers to questions, without any attempt at going through the process of
analysing and arriving at some kind of judgement or conclusion.Your students may
need to be coaxed mto approaching writing and reading in an analytical way, and
be reminded again and again in mantra-like fashion that they have to learn to think
independently and present ideas in their own way, and not just slavishly repeat
ideas they have learnt by rote. While different cultural approaches to evaluating and
analysing a situation may impede critical thinking in English, it is possible that the
hindrance may be no more than a lack of linguistic competence. [tis dangerous to
stereotype students from different cultural backgrounds, but it is equally dangerous
1o assume that there are no differences, This is why it is important to find out what
your students want and expect from your teaching. See Chapter 1 for details on
student expectations, needs-analysis and cultural background.

Decide how alien it is to your students

If vou want to develop your students’ skills in critical thinking, you need to start from
the very first day. Desceribing how to use critical thinking requires an understanding
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