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Vorwort
Introduction

The Großer Lernwortschatz Deutsch als Fremdsprache is an up-to-date, comprehen-
sive and highly efficient tool for learning vocabulary and fulfils all requirements
of a modern approach to language learning.
The Großer Lernwortschatz Deutsch als Fremdsprache is designed for both adult
and younger learners, at elementary, intermediate and advanced level, who
want to revise, consolidate, extend and/or reinforce their knowledge of German
vocabulary.
With roughly 15,000 entries, the Großer Lernwortschatz Deutsch als Fremdsprache
provides an extensive vocabulary base and an ideal foundation on which to
build. It will enable you to get equipped for a trip to a German-speaking
country, master communicative situations at work, at school, and in everyday
private life, and prepare for exams.
The Großer Lernwortschatz Deutsch als Fremdsprache is ideally suited to the needs
of self-study learners, but can also be used to complement classroom learning
from the middle of elementary level on (level A2 in the European Framework of
Reference for Language Learning and Teaching).
The vocabulary that is part of the vocabulary list for the Certificate of German
(= level B1 in the European reference framework) is highlighted with an
asterisk* to make it easily identifiable.
The Großer Lernwortschatz Deutsch als Fremdsprache is organized in thematic
areas and sub-areas. Major headwords, i.e. important words that typically
belong to the topic area, are highlighted in colour to make them easy to find.
To ensure prompt and efficient access, there are separate English and German
indexes at the back of the book with chapter number references which will
enable learners to search for specific terms and gain easy access to the relevant
words of the given topic area. To ensure that the indexes remain clearly
structured and easy to use, they include only the main entries and their English
translations.

Why are the words grouped according to topic areas?
Psychological research into learning and memory shows that language learners
remember better when they encounter and learn words in fields and in
meaningful contexts. So, instead of simple vocabulary entries, there are lots
of example sentences showing how the words can occur in a concrete
communicative situation.
The thematic arrangement in conjunction with the alphabetical index is
moreover considerably more user-friendly. As the user finds all the relevant
words, functional phrases and idiomatic expressions and cultural information
related to a specific situation in one place.
For example, if you go out to a restaurant to eat, the following words, idiomatic
expressions and cultural information may be useful: Ist hier noch frei? / Bezahlen,
bitte. / s Men� / Wieviel Trinkgeld soll ich geben? etc.
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In addition there are info boxes on the following areas:

cultural features of special note in the German-speaking countries

word fields, specialist vocabulary and technical terms

functional and idiomatic phrases linked to the topic

grammatical features of special note and “false friends”

proverbs and colloquial turns of phrase (not part of the compulsory
learning vocabulary, but as extra information and for fun)

These info boxes, the functional and idiomatic phrases listed there, and also the
example sentences in the regular entries convey to learners how the words are
actually used in concrete linguistic situations.

A German-language Großer Lernwortschatz Deutsch also of course covers Austrian
and Swiss variants.
The relevant entries are marked by the abbreviations �sterr. and schweiz (variants
restricted to Southern Germany are annotated s�ddt.).

The appendix contains two separate lists with the Austrian and Swiss variants
included in the Großer Lernwortschatz Deutsch als Fremdsprache (incl. standard
variants from the Certificate of German wordlist). Where there are cultural
differences in Austria and Switzerland compared to Germany, there are
additional info boxes with a contrastive description of the special cultural
features.
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